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ACT UP 2007 
AIDS activists mark 20 years with protests, at least 2 arrests
By TRENTON STRAUBE 
Friday, March 16, 2007
ACT UP members marked their 20-year anniversary with long-held traditions: a rousing speech, a very public protest and, finally, arrests. 

AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) rallied Thursday at the U.S. Armed Forces Recruitment Station at Times Square to denounce the military’s Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy of discrimination and to decry the recent anti-gay comments of Gen. Peter Pace, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Members and allies of ACT UP demonstrated at Times Square, shouting “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Gen. Pace can go to hell” and “War is immoral, gays are fabulous.” 

Earlier this week, Pace called homosexuality “immoral” and said the military should not “condone” it by allowing gays to serve openly. 

The ACT UP action spread onto the busy streets and blocked traffic on Broadway. As of Blade press time, it was reported that Rabbi  Sharon Kleinbaum and the executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, Matt Foreman, were arrested for civil disobedience.

Original ACT UP member Eric Sawyer said the timing of Pace’s comments with the group’s anniversary was fortuitous. “It gave us a clear example of blatant hatred against gays,” Sawyer said. “It was nice to be able to direct our outrage over our inequality and rampant homophobia against an easy to recognize enemy and related to an issue that we have been angry about for a long time.”

The Times Square protest was a direct result of a call to arms Tuesday night by Larry Kramer during a speech at The LGBT Center. 

Kramer co-founded Gay Men’s Health Crisis 25 years ago. Twenty years ago, on March 10, Kramer addressed a crowd of about 200 at The LGBT Center. It was the height of the AIDS epidemic, and the event pre-dated contemporary HIV medicines. His comments sparked the grass-roots organization ACT UP. 

To commemorate the anniversary, Kramer delivered this Tuesday another rally cry, a speech titled “We Are Not Crumbs; We Must Not Accept Crumbs.” He addressed the history, achievements and challenges of ACT UP.

He decried Ann Coulter, Gen. Pace and all the presidential contenders—none deserves LGBT support, he said, not even the “waffling” Hillary Clinton. “The woman does not know how to make simple declarative statements that involve definite details. … I don’t like this woman.” 

In his trademark hyperbole and anger—“I wish I could make all gay people everywhere accept this one fact I know to be an undisputed truth: We are hated”—Kramer told the crowd of about 200 that the old ACT UP is no longer useful. He called for a “new model,” which he likened to a gay Army with the goal to reclaim our sex lives from fear.

The speech can be viewed and read at gaycenter.org.

After Kramer’s speech, Ann Northrop, an early ACT UP member, opened the floor for discussion. Former N.J. Gov. Jim McGreevey was in the audience and asked whether Kramer had two specific organizational goals for ACT UP. He didn’t, but the crowd voted to take action via the Times Square protest on Thursday.

Northrop found Kramer’s speech “comprehensive and moving. I loved the subsequent sections which analyzed our current place in the world as still stigmatized and hated and demanded that we stand up for ourselves and fight back.”

ACT UP founder Eric Sawyer said the event was reminiscent of Kramer’s speech 20 years ago. “The delivery was perhaps a little less outrageous and vigorous due to the fact that he’s 20 years older,” Sawyer said. “The response was probably a little tamer.We’re all older and what he was talking about wasn’t killing us like flies,” Sawyer said. “But it was very much the same. It was great to see the audience pick up his challenge.”

Northrop agreed: “That message inspired the room to mass action—exactly what I was hoping for and exactly what we need.”

March 29 March
ACT Up has planned a 20th anniversary action: a march on Wall Street beginning noon, Thursday, March 29. The message—“No more bull! Universal health care now”—is indicative of the group’s movement to broader topics. 

Pre-action trainings and meetings are scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, March 23, and 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 27. Visit actupnyc.org for information.

