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The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force sends its best wishes to all the same-sex 
couples who are getting married in California. Same-sex couples were able to begin legally 
marrying in that state late yesterday afternoon.  
 
Statement by Rea Carey, Acting Executive Director 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force  
 
“I was profoundly moved as I watched coverage of Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon, partners for more 
than a half-century, get married last night in a private ceremony at San Francisco City Hall. Del 
and Phyllis, pioneering activists now in their 80s, were the first couple to be married in San 
Francisco as same-sex marriages became legal in California. Thousands of other committed 
couples are now following suit by holding or planning their own joyous wedding celebrations.  
 
“From Sonoma to San Francisco to San Diego, these loving couples, their families and friends 
are participating in a poignant and time-honored tradition. This is a momentous time not only for 
these couples, but for California and the entire country as well.  
 
“We wish each and every one of these newlyweds much joy and happiness in their marriages.” 


