feminist

Trans or Gender non-conforming? Take this survey
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The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force just launched a new national survey on
Transgender Discrimination.

| just went to a briefing a few days ago on Capitol Hill hosted by the National LGBT Health
Coalition about how little data we have nationally about LGBT people. Why? Because federal
surveys refuse to include questions about sexual orientation and gender identity. Without data,
we have no way of knowing what the disparities are and no way of asking for funding to address
them. Huge problem.

One way organizations get around this data issue is by creating their own surveys like this one.
"This is an absolutely critical national effort. We urge all transgender and gender non-conforming
people to take the survey to help guide us in making better laws and policies that will improve the
quality of life for all transgender people. We need everyone's voice in this, everyone's
participation." -- Mara Keisling, Executive Director, National Center for Transgender Equality

In the wake of one of the most violent years on record of assaults on transgender people,
the National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE) and the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force have teamed up on a comprehensive national survey to collect data on
discrimination against transgender people in housing, employment, public
accommodations, healthcare, education, family life and criminal justice.

To date, in 2008, several young gender non-conforming people of color have been murdered,
including California junior high school student Lawrence King, who was shot in public during the
school day. King's murder, and the murders of Simmie Williams in South Carolina and Angie
Zapata in Greeley, Colorado come in a year in which we are still working to include transgender
provisions in a federal bill to protect lesbian, gay and bisexual workers from discrimination in
employment.

So if you identify as trans or gender non-conforming please take the survey today!



