National Gay and Lesbian Task Force denounces
selection of Rick Warren to give invocation at
inauguration

December 17, 2008

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force denounces the selection of Rick Warren to deliver
the invocation at the Jan. 20 inauguration. Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church in California, is
an outspoken opponent of marriage equality, reproductive choice and stem-cell research. Warren
has gone so far as to equate marriage between same-sex couples with incest and pedophilia.

Statement by Rea Carey, Executive Director
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

"President-elect Obama campaigned on a theme of inclusivity, yet the selection of Rick Warren to
give the invocation is a direct affront to that very principle. This was a divisive choice, and clearly
not one that will help our country come together and heal. We urge President-elect Obama to
withdraw his invitation to Rick Warren and instead select a faith leader who embraces fairness,
equality and the ideals the president-elect himself has called the nation to uphold.”



