
 
 

Task Force applauds U.N. declaration: 'Long past 
overdue' 

March 18, 2009 
 
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force applauds the Obama administration for signing the 
U.N. declaration calling for the decriminalization of homosexuality and condemning human rights 
violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity. Advocates have tried for years to get 
the U.S. to endorse it, but the Bush administration had refused to do so. 

Statement by Rea Carey, Executive Director  
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 

“We applaud the Obama administration for endorsing the U.N. declaration calling for the 
decriminalization of homosexuality and condemning human rights violations based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. People should not be persecuted and targeted as criminals based 
on their sexual orientation or gender identity. The U.S. has finally stepped up to help right this 
wrong. This is long past overdue and we are encouraged by the signal it sends that the rights of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people will now be considered human rights.” 

 


