
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quote of the Week: 
“This is just about feeding red meat to their base, trying to re-energize the far right portion of their 
party….This time around, it is a measure of their desperation that they have to divert public 
opinion from the war, gas prices, health care -- the top issues for 98 percent of Americans.”  

– Matt Foreman [speaking about the Senate’s plan to vote on a Federal Marriage Amendment] 

San Francisco Chroncle  
May 15, 2006 
 

“I want to begin by saying that everything I know about queer activism I learned at [Boston College] 
Law. Put that in your admissions brochure.”  

– Kara Suffredini, legislative lawyer for the Task Force 

In a speech given at Lambda Law annual dinner,  
quoted in “Is BC Beyond Conservativism?” 
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GOP in Congress must produce to avoid defeat  
Republicans looking to shore up base, woo suburban voters 
Marc Sandalow, Washington Bureau Chief 
Monday, May 15, 2006 
 

Washington -- Republicans are scrambling for legislative achievements as time runs out on the congressional calendar 
and polls show their hold on the majority is in jeopardy.  

President Bush will address immigration reform in a nationally televised speech tonight from the Oval Office, and the 
Senate also is to take up the issue today. Tax cuts passed by both chambers last week await the president's signature. 
Votes on constitutional amendments to forbid same-sex marriage and flag burning are expected in June. And a series of 
smaller measures aimed at suburban voters will be taken up throughout the summer.  

There is some question as to whether the flurry of activity will overcome voter worries about the war in Iraq, the price of 
gasoline and the leadership of the Republican president. Republicans remain divided over fundamental matters such as 
how to balance the budget and whether to focus their efforts on their conservative base or swing voters in the suburbs.  

And last week's disclosure that the National Security Agency has secretly compiled phone data on tens of millions of 
Americans is a reminder that unanticipated news developments could overshadow today's priorities, or roil the 
conventional wisdom over who might prevail in an election still 25 weeks away.  

But there is a broad consensus that Republicans, facing their most dire electoral landscape in a generation, must boast of 
further accomplishments if they are to have a credible chance of retaining their majority in November.  

"We have to produce,'' said Rep. Richard Pombo, R-Tracy, whose district extends into the East Bay, making him the only 
GOP House member with Bay Area constituents.  

"What have we done on energy that produces more energy? What have we done on immigration that solves the 
immigration problem? What did we do on the deficit when we let spending get out of control and we ran up the deficit?'' 
Pombo asked.  

Hopes of enacting sweeping changes to Social Security and the tax code that seemed within reach after the 2004 election 
disappeared last year. And even more modest efforts to limit the influence of lobbyists or rein in health care costs failed to 
meet expectations.  

Though Republicans cheered the confirmation of two conservative Supreme Court justices, many have expressed disgust 
with their own party's inability to reduce government spending.  

"They have nothing to brag about. What are they going to say when (constituents) ask them what they've done?'' asked 
Larry Sabato, a University of Virginia political scientist.  

The election is still six months away, but the legislative calendar is much shorter. There are just 13 weeks left on the 
schedule, and with three-day workweeks the norm, that leaves barely 40 days for the 109th Congress -- among the most 
Republican Congresses in a century -- to make its mark.  

Republicans hope to address some of those issues over the coming weeks.  

House Majority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio, said it is foolhardy to hope for a "triple bank shot'' or "silver bullet'' to boost 
the GOP's sagging approval rating, which has dipped below 30 percent in some polls.  
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"What we need to do every day is a simple blocking and tackling that any team goes through if they are going to win,'' 
Boehner said, focusing on cutting taxes, balancing the budget and limiting government regulations.  

The tax measure to be signed by the president this week is likely to be followed by another tax cut measure in the next 
month, and it is already being heralded by Republicans as a major triumph that distinguishes them from Democrats, most 
of whom voted against the cuts.  

If the Senate can work out its differences with the House and pass an immigration measure, it could be among the most 
substantive policy changes enacted by the 109th Congress.  

Republicans also are pushing on a pair of socially divisive issues, neither of which is likely to prevail.  

The Senate has scheduled a June 5 vote on a constitutional amendment to define marriage as exclusively 
between a man and woman, and it is also expected to take up a constitutional amendment making it a crime to 
burn the American flag. Neither is expected to win the two-thirds vote needed for passage.  

The House passed both measures last year and need not act again, but may nevertheless take a vote if only to create 
political difficulties for Democrats representing conservative districts.  

"There are a lot of people that feel very strongly about these two issues, and I think the Congress ought to take up the 
debate and take a vote,'' Boehner said last week.  

Many Democrats believe the debate will backfire by motivating their party's liberal base and turning off moderate 
voters who want Congress to focus on priorities like Iraq and high gas prices.  

"This is just about feeding red meat to their base, trying to re-energize the far right portion of their party,'' said 
Matt Foreman, president of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. "This time around, it is a measure of their 
desperation that they have to divert public opinion from the war, gas prices, health care -- the top issues for 98 
percent of Americans.''  

Iraq is an issue of great concern to Republican strategists, who fear that voters may voice their opposition to Bush's 
policies by voting against GOP congressional candidates in November.  

One Republican strategist said it is critical for Bush to lay out a plan for Americans to begin leaving Iraq no later than this 
summer.  

"Unless he does ... bar the door when it comes to Republicans this November. Unless Bush lays out a trajectory for 
withdrawal, I fear for Republican chances,'' said the strategist, who declined to be identified for fear it would anger 
potential clients.  

Boehner also has promised a debate on the House floor over Iraq, which could be divisive. Some suspect Republicans 
will introduce little more than a benign measure supporting the troops, but others are urging a full debate on the merits of 
the U.S. involvement.  

To win back core Republicans, some are urging the party to focus on pocketbook issues that have defined the party.  

"They need to talk about issues that matter to average working men and women who live in the suburbs,'' said GOP 
consultant Mike Collins, who believes the party's message of lower taxes and limited government is still a winning 
platform.  

Last week, two dozen Republicans House members introduced a suburban agenda to try to woo swing voters by offering 
legislation to provide tax-free saving accounts for families, boost spending to battle gangs and help government protect 
green spaces from development.  

"This is just real stuff for real people, real problems, real solutions,'' said House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill.  
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Political scientist Sabato said Republicans will need to adopt some substantive legislation if they are to overcome the 
public's pessimism over the direction of the country.  

"They have so many problems weighing on one side of the scale that they have to find some things to balance the other 
side,'' Sabato said.  

"They have to pass something that really matters.''  

Chronicle staff writer Zachary Coile contributed to this report. E-mail Marc Sandalow at msandalow@sfchronicle.com.  
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Democratic National Chairman's Latest Gay Gaffe 
BY ANDY HUMM 
Volume 5, Number 20 | May 18 -24, 2006 
http://www.gaycitynews.com/gcn_520/democraticnationaql.html 

 

Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean, once the darling of the gay community, appeared on Reverend 

Pat Robertson's Christian Broadcasting Network last week to establish some common ground between his party and 

evangelicals and asserted, "The Democratic Party platform from 2004 says that marriage is between a man and a woman. 

That's what it says." 

 

If Dean were hoping to neutralize the same-sex marriage issue, he only succeeded in drawing attention to it and setting 

off a firestorm of indignation from LGBT leaders, including some of his most ardent supporters. In bringing to a head gay 

anger over Dean's leadership on LGBT issues, some are saying it may lead to improvement. 

 

"Governor Dean is wrong about what the Democratic platform says about marriage equality," said Matt Foreman, 
executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. "Disturbingly, this is not the first time he has 
misrepresented this important and affirming plank." 
 
The Task Force returned a $5,000 donation from the DNC in protest. 
 

The 2004 Democratic platform plank reads, "We support full inclusion of gay and lesbian families in the life of our nation 

and seek equal responsibilities, benefits, and protections for these families." It continues, "In our country, marriage has 

been defined at the state level for 200 years, and we believe that it should continue to be defined there." The platform also 

rejects President George W. Bush's push for a federal constitutional to ban same-sex marriage. 

 

In his CBN interview, Dean did add, "Where we may take exception with some religious leaders is we believe in inclusion. 

That everybody deserves to live with dignity and equal rights under the law is important." 

 

But this did not placate his critics. 

 

Jeff Soref, co-chair of NGLTF's board, who resigned from the DNC in frustration with Dean's handling of LGBT 
issues, said, "I don't think what he said was accidental." Soref called it "blatant pandering" and noted, "I've had 
conversations with him about it many times. He has been called on it before." 
 

Soref worries that this is a "trial balloon" on the part of "somebody gearing up to insert that language into the 2008 

platform"-that marriage is between a man and a woman. While Soref did not specify who might make such a move, 



Back to Table of Contents 

Democratic frontrunner Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York opposes same-sex marriage as does New York's 

senior senator, Charles Schumer. Soref was vice chair of the platform committee in 2004. 

 

"Hillary and Chuck need to understand that civil unions [which they support] are not workable and not what the gay 

community wants,"  Soref said. 

 

Ethan Geto, campaign manager in New York for Dean's 2004 bid for the White House and a longtime gay activist, had an 

e-mail exchange with Dean over this flap. 

 

"I told him, 'You know gay rights issues represent a challenge to the Democratic Party because they are manipulated by 

the other side.  

 

There is no way to neutralize it other than the extent to which we can persuade voters that gay-baiting is a cynical 

diversion by Republicans to avoid being held to account for their massive failures,'" Geto said. Distancing the party from 

full equality will "backfire," he added. 

 

Dean wrote back to Geto, noting his support for inclusion in the CBN interview and adding, "It is unfortunate that some in 

the community would prefer to attack the Democratic Party-an act which ultimately benefits those who are supporting 

various anti-gay amendments to the Constitution. Hopefully, this will be resolved and we can move on to the real 

problems before all our rights are eroded." 

 

Having worked closely with Dean, Geto said he is "extraordinarily comfortable with gay people" and "surrounded" with gay 

people at the DNC at all levels. 

 

"His heart is in the right place," Geto said. 

 

Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights Campaign, the LGBT lobby in Washington, said, "Governor Dean's 

comments weren't a mere slip of the tongue, but a glaring reminder of the governor's lack of leadership on this issue." On 

the brink of a vote June 5 on the federal marriage amendment in the U.S. Senate, Dean "should have used the 

opportunity to speak out about the lack of values involved in the current constitutional debate." 

 

Dean issued a statement in response to the flap: "I misstated the Democratic Party's platform, which does not say that 

marriage should be limited to a man and a woman." 

 

Ken Sherrill, professor of political science at Hunter College and a veteran gay activist, said, "If this was a memory lapse 

by Dean, it is astounding given the financial support the LGBT community provided to his presidential campaign. I would 

not expect Howard Dean to forget what the party platform says on issues of concern to the Jewish community," noting that 

gays and Jews are two reliable constituencies. 
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Sherrill warned that since half of LGBT people have Republican parents and many are voting Democratic for the first time 

in their families, Dean risks alienating them. 

 

"Everyone knows Democrats are nor as bad on LGBT issues as Republicans, but when Dean waffles, all he does is 

reinforce the image of his party as weak and unprincipled," he said. "That's what cost us the election of 2004." 

 

Foreman said, "We need elected officials to take a stand for us and not just be on the defensive when asked about LGBT 

issues." Senator John Kerry, the Democratic nominee for president in 2004, was quick to say, "I believe marriage is 

between a man and a woman" virtually every time he was asked about the issue. 

 

The Republican Party platform in 2004 "vigorously" supports the federal marriage amendment, which Kerry opposed, and 

would deny the "accompanying benefits" to gay couples as well. It also opposes out gays in the military. 

 

But Foreman still believes in bipartisanship. 

 

"You have to demand better from everyone," he said. "I truly believe that we will never advance on the backs of one party. 

We've got to make inroads in both parties." 

 

HRC is also sticking with bipartisanship, despite an acknowledgement from David Smith, vice president of programs, that 

a Democratic takeover of both houses of Congress would benefit LGBT issues. 

 

"We've gotten positive indications from the Democratic leadership," he said, on an agenda that includes hate crimes 

legislation, the Employment Nondiscrimination Act, domestic partnership for federal employees, rights for immigrant 

partners of American citizens, extension of Social Security to same-sex partners, and domestic partner tax relief. 

Nevertheless, in Rhode Island where incumbent Republican Senator Lincoln Chafee, a same-sex marriage supporter, is 

opposed by Democrat Sheldon Whitehouse, a former attorney general and also pro-gay marriage, HRC has endorsed the 

Republican. 

 

John Marble, communications director for National Stonewall Democrats, said, "This situation really presents the DNC 

with the opportunity to lay out their plans about how they're going to motivate the LGBT community to vote for Democrats 

this fall and how they're going to motivate Democrats to vote against anti-gay ballot initiatives." 

 

Marble believes the DNC is committed to both those goals, but laments that the Michigan party failed to feature in all its 

2004 literature its opposition to the state constitutional amendment that passed that year. He said Stonewall is getting a 

good response from state parties to the idea of doing better on that score this year. 

 

Marble does not believe that the 2008 platform will include anything about marriage being for a man and a woman only 

and noted that an attempt to support "civil unions" in the 2004 platform was kept out so as not to preclude support for 

same-sex marriage. There are six state Democratic parties with platforms supporting gay marriage-California, Colorado, 

Iowa, Massachusetts, New York, and Washington. 
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No leader has criticized Dean for appearing on the Christian Broadcasting Network and Andrew Tobias, the out gay 

treasurer of the DNC, said, "If by reaching out we can get 37 percent of the evangelical vote, as President Clinton did, 

instead of 21 percent as Senator Kerry did, we will win elections and get the country back on track." 

 

Tobias added, "Showing evangelicals that they have a home in the Democratic Party, and that they don't 'necessarily' 

have to support gay marriage-even our 2004 candidate didn't-is not unwise and does not work against GLBT interests." 

 

Damien LaVera, an out gay spokesman for the DNC, said that Brian Bond, the new director of the party's Gay and 

Lesbian Leadership Council, put together a conference call this week with state party leaders and HRC in the run-up to 

the debate on the federal anti-gay marriage amendment. He said that through Dean's State Partnership Program, 

directing resources to build state parties even in solid red states, the DNC is "helping these parties fight ballot initiatives 

and take back state legislatures which have been passing these amendments." 

 

LaVera noted that Dean is scheduled to address the National Stonewall Democrats on June 3. 
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Dean courts fundies, infuriates gays 
By Bob Roehr 
Vol. 36 / No. 20 / 18 May 2006 
 
 
With the Senate expected to vote on the federal marriage amendment in three weeks, supporters and opponents of 

marriage equality have been turning up the volume. Last week, Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean 

also spoke out, and infuriated gays in the process. 

 

Dean appeared on The 700 Club - Pat Robertson's television show - Wednesday, May 10, in an effort to court Christian 

evangelicals who constitute the political base of the Republican Party. While on the show, Dean claimed that the 

Democratic Party platform said "marriage is between a man and a woman." 

 

But that is not in fact what the platform says.  

 

Rather, it states, "We support full inclusion of gay and lesbian families in the life of our nation and seek equal 

responsibilities, benefits, and protections for these families." The platform, which was adopted at the 2004 convention in 

Boston, also supports the tradition of states defining their own marriage laws and opposes amending the U.S. Constitution 

to change that. 

 

The latest misstep by Dean, coming on the heels of his decision to fire gay party outreach worker Donald Hitchcock earlier 

this month, has triggered a wave of angry statements from the LGBT community, many of whom saw Dean's comments 

as a cynical political ploy. The incident served to ratchet up the growing discontent with Dean and the party within the 

community. 

 

Dean also said during his television appearance, "Everybody deserves to live with dignity and respect and equal rights 

under the law are important. I'm not saying we'll agree with everything between the more conservative evangelicals and 

Democrats but I think there's more common ground and we're willing to work with the evangelical community." 

 

Dean, the former Vermont governor, signed the country's first civil union bill into law several years ago, after that state's 

high court found state law discriminated against same-sex couples.  

 

The court ordered the state to correct the problem either by allowing same-sex marriage or creating a parallel domestic 

partnership status.  

 

The Vermont legislature passed a law creating civil unions, which Dean signed. 
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"Is this a bald-faced lie to pander to the religious right? I'd like to give Dean the benefit of the doubt, but some Democratic 

insiders who have corrected Dean on this very point in the past say yes," wrote David Mariner on the blog 

www.outfordemocracy.org. Mariner was active in Dean's 2004 presidential campaign, which spawned the blog. 

 

Dean's misstatement on marriage prompted the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force to issue a blistering 
statement. 
 
"Governor Dean's record on LGBT issues since becoming DNC chair has been sorely and sadly lacking. The 
Democratic Party chair should stand by and fight for the party's own platform and values," said Matt Foreman, 
NGLTF executive director. 
 
Putting its money where its mouth is, Foreman returned a recent $5,000 contribution the task force received from 
the DNC. 
 

"Governor Dean's comments weren't a mere slip of the tongue but a glaring reminder of the governor's lack of leadership 

on this issue," stated Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmonese in an unusually tart comment for that 

organization. 

 

"As we face a Senate vote in June that threatens to put discrimination in our Constitution, Governor Dean should not only 

have known better but he should have used the opportunity to speak out about the lack of values involved in the current 

constitutional debate," Solmonese added. 

 

In an interview with the Bay Area Reporter last Thursday, right after the story broke, Solmonese, who was in San 

Francisco, said he hadn't talked to Dean yet. 

 

"People need to remember that there are certain Democrats who are leading the charge on a number of issues that are 

important to our community.  There are individual Democrats all around the country working on behalf of us," he added. 

 

Dean issued a clarifying statement the following day. "I misstated the Democratic Party's platform, which does not say that 

marriage should be limited to a man and a woman, but says the party is committed to full inclusion of gay and lesbian 

families in the life of our nation and leaves the issue to the states to decide ... our party continues to oppose constitutional 

amendments that seek to short circuit the debate on how to achieve equality for all Americans." 

 

Hitchcock, reached Monday, declined to comment on the incident. His partner, Paul Yandura, who wrote an open letter 

critical of Dean that led to Hitchcock's dismissal from the DNC, did not return a phone call seeking comment. 

 

Local reaction 
Locally, Democratic political leaders expressed frustration and disappointment with Dean. 
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"I think he's proven to be a great disappointment to many and I think the Democratic Party would benefit from leadership 

that eagerly embraces inclusion and equality," Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) told the B.A.R. 

 

Leno said the controversies that have marked Dean's tenure as head of the party are nothing new. "I remember reading in 

the paper the day after Dean became chair that he said the Democrats don't support gay marriage." 

 

Scott Wiener, a member of the San Francisco Democratic County Central Committee and co-chair of the Alice B. Toklas 

LGBT Democratic Club, said Dean's comments about the party platform and marriage "were very disappointing." 

 

"While it is understandable that Chairman Dean wants to reach out to all sorts of different people to build the party's 

electoral base, we must never forget that central to the Democratic Party is a belief in equality and fairness,"  

Wiener said. "The chairman of the Democratic Party should not be writing discrimination into the party platform." 

 

Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco), the House minority leader, had no comment on the incident, said her 

district aide Dan Bernal. Leslie Katz, chair of the San Francisco Democratic Party, did not respond to an e-mail seeking 

comment. 

 

Mayor Gavin Newsom said Tuesday, May 16 that he wasn't surprised because marriage equality is still a hot-button topic, 

especially outside California. 

 

"I confess I haven't been watching The 700 Club much lately," Newsom joked. "Butseriously, has anyone ever read our 

party's platform? The only people who read it are opposition research folks to use it against us. 

 

"But I suggest look how far we've come on this issue. In the gubernatorial race both Democratic candidates support same-

sex marriage," Newsom said. 

 

Supervisor Tom Ammiano, who said he generally supports Dean, said, "He really has to get his facts 'straight.'" 

 

Political pros 
Chicago political consultant and fundraiser Michael Bauer said he is "willing to take Dean at face value that he misspoke. I 

don't think that Howard Dean is the enemy. He has problems with same-sex marriage that we need to keep working on. 

But he is a strong advocate for gay and lesbian equality - the level of recognition we can argue over." 

 

"Governor Dean needs to understand the perspective that the [LGBT community] views this from," Bauer said. "That 

includes John Kerry's opposition to gay marriage in Massachusetts and his support of a constitutional amendment to ban 

it in Missouri during the 2004 presidential campaign, as well as attempts to pin Kerry's loss on gays and marriage. Dean's 

elimination of the LGBT outreach staff at the DNC also ruffled feathers." 
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Bauer is calling for an ongoing dialogue within the party to lower the rhetoric and discuss the substance of the issues. "We 

need to keep working on convincing members of the Democratic caucus that not only should they be opposed to the 

federal marriage amendment, but understand why marriage equality is a fundamental right for us,"  

he said. 

 

Ken Sherrill, a Democratic activist and professor of political science at Hunter College in New York City, is not so 

generous toward Dean. "It can't be incompetence; if his memory is that bad, who would trust him to remember what he 

learned in medical school," he said, referring to Dean being a medical doctor. Sherrill called it "A calculated attempt by 

Dean to rewrite history for the purpose of neutralizing voters." 

 

Many of the Christian evangelical viewers of The 700 Club , who voted overwhelmingly for President Bush, are growing 

disenchanted with the president and the Republican Party over a range of issues.  

Reducing their perception of Democrats as a threat might at least decrease their participation in the next election, to the 

Democrats' benefit, observers said. 

 

Sherrill believes that Dean and the Democrats are "trying to get rid of a distraction [gay marriage and gays in general] to 

focus on the core issues that they think they can win on in the election." 

 

The first question is whether Dean is seen as credible to those viewers. "But given some of the things that Pat Robertson 

has said, some of these people are awfully gullible," Sherrill added. 

 

Sherrill predicted that Karl Rove, the president's political strategist, would run commercials of Dean's 700 Club 

appearance juxtaposed against his appearance at LGBT events and raise the charge of flip-flopping. "That undermines 

the party's credibility and reinforces the view that these people will say anything to get elected." 

 

He noted that people often vote for candidates with which they disagree on some issues because of the personal 

character. The charge of flip-flopping was what in large part cost Kerry the election. "To reinforce the attitude that cost the 

Democrats the presidency in 2004 is one of the dumbest things imaginable," Sherrill said of Dean's comments. "It invites 

the message that the Democrats don't have the courage of their convictions. When the nation is at war, the voters don't 

want cowards in charge." 

 

Cynthia Laird and Matthew S. Bajko contributed to this article. 
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The Buzz: Dean misspeaks — again 
Posted on Sun, May. 14, 2006 
 
 
The left-leaning blogosphere and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force are denouncing Democratic Party 

Chairman Howard Dean’s appearance last week on the Christian Broadcasting Network. 

 

Dean acknowledged he was wrong about the party’s platform about gay marriage. Trying to reach out to evangelicals, he 

said the Democratic platform specifically said that “marriage is between a man and a woman.” But the platform does not 

define marriage this way. 

 

Dean: “I misstated the Democratic Party’s platform, which does not say that marriage should be limited to a man and a 

woman, but says the party is committed to full inclusion of gay and lesbian families in the life of our nation and leaves the 

issue to the states to decide.” 

 
Compiled from news services and Web sites by Keith Chrostowski. You can reach him at chrostowski@kcstar.com. 
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Howard Dean: How’d he screw this up? 
Posted by: McQ on Friday, May 12, 2006 

http://www.qando.net/details.aspx?Entry=3853 

  

Say what you will about Howard Dean (and I usually have plenty to say), he usually gets the party talking points right. So 

what happened here? 

 

Democratic Party Chair Howard Dean has contradicted his party's platform and infuriated gay rights advocates by saying 

the party's platform states "marriage is between a man and a woman." 

 

"The Democratic Party platform from 2004 says marriage is between a man and a woman," Dean said May 10 during a 

"700 Club" program hosted by conservative Christian leader Pat Robertson on his Christian Broadcasting Network. 

 

What in the world was Howard Dean doing on the "700 Club"? Oh it's understandable that Dean would like an opportunity 

to recruit among the "white, mostly Christian" Republicans I'm sure he thinks watch the show, but isn't the "700 Club" like 

going to, oh, I don't know, Bob Jones University for a liberal? 

 

And this isn't the first thing Dean has done to upset the gay community: 

 

Within hours of the program's broadcast, the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force denounced Dean's 
misrepresentation. 
 

"Disturbingly, this is not the first time he has misrepresented this important and affirming plank [of the Democratic Party 

platform], and he has been asked before to correct the record and to cease making these misleading statements," said 

Matt Foreman, executive director of the Task Force. 

 

"Governor Dean's record on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues since becoming DNC chair has been sorely 

and sadly lacking," Foreman said. "The Democratic Party chair should stand by and fight for the party's own platform and 

values."  

 

Not only that, there have been a couple of other occurrances that haven't set well with LGBT community: 

 

On May 2, Dean fired the Democratic Party's gay outreach adviser Donald Hitchcock. The firing came less than a week 

after Hitchcock's domestic partner, Paul Yandura, a longtime party activist, accused Dean of failing to take adequate steps 

to defend gay rights. 
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And: 

 

Last year, Dean upset some gay Democratic activists by eliminating the DNC constituency desk system, including the 

GLBT outreach desk. He said he replaced the desk system with a new system of integrating constituency outreach work 

throughout all DNC offices and programs. 

 

Not to mention: 

 

But some gay Democrats were further angered in February, when the DNC released its "Annual Report to the 

Grassroots," which omitted any mention of gays or the party's gay outreach efforts. Activists pointed to a similar 

grassroots report issued a year earlier by Dean's predecessor, Terry McAuliffe, which included a detailed account of the 

party's gay outreach program. 

 

So while Dean likes to talk the talk (and he even screwed that up), he's not been much for walking the walk according to 

many in the LGBT community. Dean has admitted to misstating the Democratic positon on the "700 Club": 

 

    "I misstated the Democratic Party's platform, which does not say that marriage should be limited to a man and a 

woman, but says the party is committed to full inclusion of gay and lesbian families in the life of our nation and leaves the 

issue to the states to decide," Dean is quoted as saying in the statement. 

 

That is, btw, as I see it as well ... it is up to the states to decide. But on the subject of Dean, I can only wonder if he was in 

full "pander" mode on Robertson's show. And I'm not the only one. In fact, a donation made to a gay group by the DNC 

was returned in protest: 

 

 [Matt] Foreman said in response to Dean's "pandering and insulting interview" with the Christian Broadcasting Network, 

the [National Gay & Lesbian] Task Force would return a $5,000 donation it received from the DNC. 

 

I know many out there think Dr. Dean is the greatest thing since sliced bread when it comes to fund raising (and even 

that's been questioned), but continuing to misstate his party's platform, pander to those he usually denounces and 

alienating key Democratic constituencies doesn't seem like it would fall in the job description of the Chairman of the DNC. 
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Dean: We Oppose Gay Marriage Too 
Thursday, May 11, 2006 9:40 a.m. EDT 
 
 

Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean has angered supporters in the gay and lesbian community by 
stating that his party opposes gay marriage. 

Appearing on the Christian Broadcasting Network’s program "The 700 Club” on Wednesday, Dean declared: "The 
Democratic Party platform from 2004 says that marriage is between a man and a woman. That's what it says. I think 
where we may take exception with some religious leaders is that we believe in inclusion, that everybody deserves to live 
with dignity and respect, and that equal rights under the law are important.” 

Dean, however, "misrepresented” the party platform, according to the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
which has returned a $5,000 contribution from the Democratic Party in a protest over Dean’s remarks. 

According to the blog PageOneQ, the Democratic Party’s actual platform reads: "We support full inclusion of gay and 
lesbian families in the life of our nation and seek equal responsibilities, benefits and protection for these families. In our 
country, marriage has been defined at the state level for 200 years, and we believe it should continue to be defined there. 
We repudiate President Bush’s divisive effort to politicize the Constitution by pursuing a ‘Federal Marriage Amendment.’” 

The Task Force’s executive director Matt Foreman said in a statement: "Governor Dean is wrong about what the 
Democratic platform says about marriage equality. Disturbingly, this is not the first time he has misrepresented this 
important and affirming plank, and he has been asked before to correct the record and to cease making these misleading 
statements.” 

In an effort to drum up support in the Christian community before the 2006 midterm elections, Dean also stated on the 
show: "One of the misconceptions about the Democratic Party is that we're godless and that we don't have any values. 

"The truth is, we have an enormous amount in common with the Christian community, and particularly with the evangelical 
Christian community.  

"One of the biggest things that Democrats worry about is the materialism of our country, what's on television that our kids 
are seeing, and the lack of spirituality. And that's something we have in common." 

Dean even tried to downplay the Democratic Party’s traditional strong pro-choice stance, saying: "I think what we have in 
common with the evangelical community is that we ought to have a lot fewer abortions than we do. The abortions have 
actually gone up in the last few years. We should have far fewer abortions ... we ought to make sure that there's not just 
abstinence, but family planning used to get rid of abortion, and that is something that we share.” 

Asked if it is important for Democrats to tap into the evangelical community to win in 2006, he responded: "I think it's 
important, and I think it's a good idea for the Democratic Party.” But if Dean’s comments were designed to garner support 
from evangelicals, they no doubt alienated many in the gay and lesbian community.  

In his statement, Foreman said: "Governor Dean’s record on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues since 
becoming DNC chair has been sorely and sadly lacking. 

"In light of Governor Dean’s pandering and insulting interview with the Christian Broadcasting Network, we have decided 
to return the DNC’s recent $5,000 contribution to us.” 
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On the Stump 
May 15, 2006 

Be careful on gay issue, Laura warns 

WASHINGTON -- Some election-year advice to Republicans from a high-ranking source who has the president's ear: 
Don't use a proposed constitutional amendment against gay marriage as a campaign tool.  

Just who is that political strategist? Laura Bush.  

The first lady told "Fox News Sunday" that she thinks the American people want a debate on the issue. But, she said, "I 
don't think it should be used as a campaign tool, obviously."  

"It requires a lot of sensitivity to just talk about the issue - a lot of sensitivity," she said.  

The Senate will debate legislation that would have the Constitution define marriage as the union between a man and a 
woman early next month, Majority Leader Bill Frist said on CNN's "Late Edition."  

Dean flubbed Democratic stance  

Democratic National Committee Chairman Howard Dean didn't make any new friends in the gay community last week 
when he appeared on Pat Robertson's "700 Club" show on the Christian Broadcasting Network and misstated his party's 
position on same-sex marriage.  

Dean said "the Democratic Party platform from 2004 says marriage is between a man and a woman." In fact, the platform 
said: "We support full inclusion of gay and lesbian families.... (M)arriage has been defined at the state level for 200 years, 
and we believe it should continue to be defined there."  

Dean later retracted his comment, but it was one of several episodes that have led some in the gay community to 
question his commitment to their issues.  

"Governor Dean's record on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues since becoming DNC chair has been 
sorely and sadly lacking," said a statement from Matt Foreman, executive director of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force.  
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Party seeks to reassure angry gay Democrats(a 
Dean’s ‘700 Club’ remarks trigger backlash  

By LOU CHIBBARO JR  
Friday, May 19, 2006 

Democratic Party Treasurer Andy Tobias, the party’s highest-ranking 
openly gay official, sought to calm irate gay Democrats last week 
after party chair Howard Dean’s appearance on the Christian 
Broadcasting Network. 

In an e-mail message to gay Democratic activists, Tobias defended 
Dean’s taped appearance broadcast on Pat Robertson’s “700 Club” 
program, saying Dean was reaching out to evangelical voters, and 
that could help Democrats in the congressional mid-term elections 
this fall. 

“If by reaching out we can get 37 percent of the evangelical vote, as 
President Clinton did, instead of 21 percent, as Senator Kerry did, 
we will win elections and get the country back on track,” Tobias 
wrote. 

He was referring to Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry’s 
defeat in the 2004 presidential election by a razor-thin margin to 
President George W. Bush. Some political observers said 
conservative religious voters decided the election by rejecting Kerry on grounds that the Democrats were sympathetic to 
gay marriage, even though Kerry himself opposed same-sex marriage in favor of civil unions. 

Dean outraged many gay activists last week when he stated in the CBN interview that the Democratic Party platform 
called for leaving marriage as a union between a man and a woman. The platform, in fact, has no such language. Instead, 
it calls for providing equal rights and benefits to gay families, and it leaves the question of marriage to the states. 

Dean later issued a clarification, saying he misspoke in his reference to the party platform. Like Kerry, Dean has long said 
he opposes same-sex marriage and favors civil unions. He has been a longtime gay rights supporter on other issues. 

Dean’s dispute with gays about marriage, coming on the heels of his earlier decision to fire the Democratic National 
Committee’s gay outreach adviser, and his decision to abolish the DNC’s constituency desks, including the gay desk, 
have fueled speculation that he is positioning the party more to the center for the fall elections. 

This has always been the mantra of the party’s moderate-to-conservative wing, led by the Democratic Leadership Council, 
a party think-tank that liberal critics have called the party’s “Republican wing.” Although Dean famously remarked that he 
considers himself from “the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party.” 

Terry Michael, a former DNC press spokesperson who now is director of the Washington Center for Politics & Journalism, 
said Dean might be hurting rather than helping the Democrats’ chances of winning back Congress this year. 

Michael, who is gay, said a centrist strategy often works in presidential elections but usually fails in midterm congressional 
elections, when far fewer voters turn out to the polls.  

In low-voter turnout elections, Michael said, loyal activists of both major parties — referred to as the parties’ “base vote” —
 play a pivotal and often decisive role in the outcome of an election. 

Andy Tobias, the Democratic Party’s treasurer, who is 
gay, says DNC Chair Howard Dean’s decision to appear 
in a Christian Broadcasting Network interview would 
help Democrats win elections this fall by reaching out to 
Republican-leaning evangelical voters. 
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Tobias and DNC spokesperson Damien LaVera took issue with Michael’s conclusions. Both disputed Michael’s claim that 
Dean or the party were pandering to the religious right. 

While noting that not all Democrats agree on the gay marriage issue, LaVera pointed to Dean's statement in his Christian 
Broadcasting Network interview that the Democratic Party supports full equality under the law for all Americans. LaVera 
said Dean also believes he did the right thing to agree to be interviewed by the Christian Broadcasting Network. 

“We can’t be a national party if we write off any block of voters, including evangelical voters,” LaVera said. “We feel the 
issues we stand for, such as fighting poverty, immigration reform, and the environment, appeal to evangelical voters.” 

Tobias said it would have been a mistake for Dean to have declined the interview request. 

“Should he have said, no I won't do it, I'm not interested in the concerns of millions of evangelical and Christian voters?" 
Tobias asked. "That makes no sense.” 

Dean’s decision to reach out to evangelical voters on the Christian Broadcasting Network last week could backfire on the 
Democrats, Michael said. 

“I feel he undercut the party’s strength with the center of the electorate,” he said. “The center is turned off by the Talibanic 
wing of the Republican Party. Andy Tobias is wrong. He is mixing up presidential elections with midterm elections. 
Midterm elections turn on the party base.” 

Political strategists from both parties have said the GOP base is divided and demoralized over a wide range of issues 
plaguing its leaders, including President Bush. Between corruption scandals among GOP lobbyists, the Bush 
administration’s handling of Hurricane Katrina, the ongoing casualties in Iraq, and the threat of an indictment hanging over 
top Bush political adviser Karl Rove, the Republican Party is heading into an election in a weakened condition. 

With this as a backdrop, Dean is turning off gay voters and possibly a good portion of the center of the electorate by 
reaching out to the evangelical conservatives, Michael and other party critics have said. 

Earlier this week, Dean began calling gay rights leaders, including Human Rights Campaign head Joe 
Solmonese, to offer assurances that he remains committed to gay rights causes, if not to marriage equality. 

National Gay & Lesbian Task Force Director Matt Foreman, who reacted the loudest to Dean’s misstatement of 
the party platform about marriage, said Dean had not called him as of earlier this week. 

But that doesn’t really matter, Foreman said. 

“The point is it was said, and it has been said before,” Foreman said. “And I will bet you a million bucks it will 
never be said again,” he said. “And that’s the important thing.” 

 



Back to Table of Contents 

 

 

SHe Said 
Originally printed 5/18/2006 (Issue 1420 - Between The Lines News) 

"I don't think it should be used as a campaign tool, obviously. ...It requires a lot of sensitivity to just talk about the issue - a 
lot of sensitivity." 
- Laura Bush speaking on "Fox News Sunday" about the proposed constitutional amendment against marriage equality, 
as quoted by The Associated Press, May 14, 2006. 

"It all smacks of the pseudo-controversy when Lynne Cheney, Mary's mother, pitched such a fit when Kerry and Edwards 
mentioned her daughter's lesbianism. Why was she so upset? Surely not that she was embarrassed by her daughter? 
She's said many times that she isn't. The only thing I can think was that the indignation was a very helpful emotion to play 
to the Republican base. How dare the Democrats accuse Dick Cheney's daughter of something that is true?" 
- C.W. Nevius.blog on Mary Cheney's new book, as posted to SFGate.com, May 11, 2006. 

"[Mary] Cheney is certainly no profile in political courage.... Still, it's awfully easy for an outsider to say what Mary Cheney 
should have done when family loyalty collided with personal conviction." 
- Ruth Marcus in the Washington Post, May 9, 2006. 

"Governor Dean's record on [LGBT] issues since becoming DNC chair has been sorely and sadly lacking. The 
Democratic Party chair should stand by and fight for the party's own platform and values. In light of Governor 
Dean's pandering and insulting interview today with the Christian Broadcasting Network, we have decided to 
return the DNC's recent $5,000 contribution to us. We do so with great sadness, knowing that the Democratic 
Party has long been a champion of our rights." 
- National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Executive Director Matt Foreman in a May 10, 2006 press statement. 

"[During a May 10 Christian Broadcasting Network interview] I misstated the Democratic Party's platform, which does not 
say that marriage should be limited to a man and a woman, but says the Party is committed to full inclusion of gay and 
lesbian families in the life of our nation and leaves the issue to the states to decide." 
- Howard Dean in a May 11, 2006 statement issued by the DNC. 

"Howard Dean puts his foot in his mouth so often that he should open a pedicure wing in the DNC." 
- Patrick Guerriero, Log Cabin Republican president, as quoted by The Washington Blade, May 15, 2006. 

"It's well known that legal solutions like so-called 'civil unions' are gaining ever greater acceptance, even if, while they 
exclude the responsibilities of marriage, they claim the same rights. Sometimes, there is the wish even to change the 
definition of marriage to legalize homosexual unions, granting them the right to adopt children." 
- Pope Benedict XVI urging Christians to defend traditional heterosexual marriage as a "pillar of humanity," as quoted by 
ABC News Online, May 14, 2006. 
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Sound Off!  
Thursday, May 18, 2006 

 

Dean’s ‘700 Club’ dalliance was cold calculation 

Re “Dean slams gay marriage on ‘700 Club’” (news, May 12): 

Howard Dean appears on the Christian Broadcasting Network to court religious voters, and the headlines scream 
“Howard Dean Irks Gay Groups.” Wow. Is there a better way to demonstrate empathy with the radical right than to piss off 
the gays? No wonder he is grinning like a Cheshire cat.  

Why are we surprised that Howard Dean misrepresented the party’s position on gay marriage? During the 2004 
campaign, he misrepresented his record as governor of Vermont again and again. He was a deplorable choice to lead the 
Democratic National Committee from day one. Bravo to the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force for being the first 
gay group to call Dean on the mat. 

I can’t believe that it has taken so long for the Human Rights Campaign to recognize that Howard Dean has shown a lack 
of leadership on marriage equality. It isn’t some new position he adopted as DNC chair, it manifested itself the day the 
court challenge was filed in Vermont.  

Once again, the joke is on us. We thought mainstream Democrats abandoned Howard Dean at the polls because he 
“supported” gay rights. Turns out they rejected him because he’s an arrogant self-promoter. Funny how clear Iowa air 
allowed for better vision than the smoky haze of the dance floor.  
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Senate panel OKs federal amendment banning gay marriage 
Feingold, Specter clash as measure is sent for early June Senate vote 
By DYANA BAGBY | May 18, 2:13 PM  

The U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee on Thursday approved a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage 
after a heated exchange between Republican committee chair Arlen Specter and 
Democrat Russ Feingold.  

The committee voted 10-8 along party lines to send the proposed amendment to the 
full Senate. The full Senate is expected to vote on the measure during the week of 
June 5, as Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) had requested.  

Specter, the Pennsylvania Republican, and Feingold, from Wisconsin, argued angrily 
during today's committee meeting with Feingold walking out as Specter wished him 
"good riddance."  

"I don't need to be lectured by you. You are no more a protector of the Constitution 
than am I," Specter shouted after Feingold said he opposed the amendment and 
treasured the U.S. Constitution and then stormed out of the meeting.  

"If you want to leave, good riddance," Specter said.  

"I've enjoyed your lecture, too, Mr. Chairman. See ya," Feingold responded.  

Feingold issued a statement condemning Specter's decision to hold the panel meeting in a small committee room where 
general public access is denied.  

"Unfortunately, the majority leader has set a politically motivated schedule for floor consideration of this measure that the 
chairman felt compelled to follow, even though he says he opposes the amendment," Feingold said.  

"[S]uch a measure should be considered by the Judiciary Committee in the light of day, open to the press and the public, 
with cameras present so that the whole country can see what is done," he added. "I will continue to fight this mean-
spirited, divisive, poorly drafted, and misguided amendment when it comes to the Senate floor."  

And while Specter voted in favor of the amendment in the committee, he said he is "totally opposed" to it but felt it 
deserved a debate in the Senate. Feingold, who is weighing a 2008 presidential run, not only opposes the amendment but 
recently became only the second U.S. Senator to publicly back full marriage equality for gay couples. Massachusetts Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (D) is the other.  

The proposed amendment reads: "Marriage in the United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a woman. 
Neither this Constitution, nor the constitution of any State, shall be construed to require that marriage or the legal 
incidents thereof be conferred upon any union other than the union of a man and a woman."  

Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmonese also chastised the panel for meeting out of the general public's view 
and accused the GOP majority of resorting to a "shameful election-year ploy."  

"Using the constitutional amendment process as a political tool is bad enough, but doing it behind closed doors is 
appalling. The U.S. Senate shouldn't be playing fast and loose with our most fundamental freedoms," he said.  

 

    

 

Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter, the 
Senate Judiciary Committee chair, argued 
with Democrat Russ Feingold of 
Wisconsin this morning before the panel 
approved the marriage amendment. (File 
photo by Susan Walsh/AP) 
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Eldie Acheson of the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force said today's vote shows lesbian and gay families are 
being used as "political pawns."  

"It's an election year, so it's time to bring on the anti-marriage amendment — so reads the right-wing playbook. 
And once again the Republican-led Senate, driven by its extremists, is utilizing the time and resources of the 
Judiciary Committee to send this offensive proposal to the full Senate," Acheson said in a statement.  

HRC has also addressed rumors on Capitol Hill that the amendment might be amended on the Senate floor to delete the 
second sentence as a way to "attract more votes."  

The second sentence of the proposed amendment could be legally interpreted to also ban civil unions and other legal 
protections for same-sex couples, explained HRC spokesperson Jay S. Brown.  

"There is increased chatter and discussion among the authors of the amendment and the radical right on what the 
amendment should say — the way it's written now, it's extremely possible that it includes civil unions," he said.  

National polls have shown that while many Americans do not approve of same-sex marriage, a majority do believe that 
gay couples are deserving of legal protections.  

 




