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Jason Cooper spoke...doing voter outreach and encountering the attitudes that
continue to prevail.

“People refused to believe that | was gay,” he said. “I didn't fit the idea they
had created in their head about what being black and gay means. One woman
looked at me and said, ‘You don’t look like gay people. You look like my son.””
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He adds, “We really try and
embrace the entire communi-
tv, not just the people who hve
in homes with white picket
fenees or who aspire to that. Drag gueens, leather people, motor-
cycle dykes. They are embraced. We embrace them all.”

Founded 32 vears ago to eliminate prejudice, violence, and in-
justice against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people,
NGLTF works to build grassrools political power by training state
and local activists and leaders and strengthening the infrastrue-
ture of state and local groups, It also battles diserimination, ha-
rassment, and sodomy laws and fghts for AIDS funding, Turing
Foreman's tenure, the once-struggling orzanization has stabilized.

The: ize of the board of directors has more than doubled, the stafl
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; a’if" NGLTF'S MISSION STATEMENT

NGLTF works to build the grassroots palitical strength of
our community by training state and local activists and leaders
e — and organizing broad-hased campaigns to defeat anti-LGET
referenda and advance pro-LGBT legislation. Our Policy Institute,

the community's premier think tank, provides research and

policy analysis to support the struggle for complete equality.
As part of a broader social justice movement, we work to create
aworld that respects and makes visible the diversity of
human expression and identity where all people may fully
participate in society.
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has grown by one third, and a new department has been
added to focus on federal affaira, NGLTF currently claims
about 20,000 members, Its 50 full-time emplovess work
out of four locations: the organization’s headgquarters in
Washington, D.C., and offices in New Yaork City, Los Ange-
lea, and Cambridge, Maszs,

NGLTF has been involved in its share of victories on the
Incal level, including a recent success in Topeks, Kan,,
where voters narrowly defeated an antigay ordinance. But
the group acknowledges the uphill state-by-state battle
gtill to come. “We have to do better in terms of the scale of
the assistance that we are ahle to offer to other states,”
Foreman says. “The challenge now, the largest challenge,
is how to do the organizing that's needed on the seale
that's required to win a statewide contest.”

To that end, the group will focus on strengthening
GLBT political organizing in five states over several vears,
heginning with Marvland and Kentucky, giving organiza-
tions in each state renewable grants of about $100,000
over two vears as well as technical assistance and staff,
Foreman says NGLTF will work intensively with state or-
ganizations to help accelerate their growth. The other
three states for this progoram have yet to be selected.

“Whal we're hoping to do i focus real resources on one
place thiz fall where this is on the ballot and test various
meszages and stratepies,” savs Foreman., “Then we'll see
which combination of messages and field work and tele-
phone contacts and direet mail works the best so we actu-
ally have empirical data to share with donors. A lot of peo-
ple say we can't win, so why bother? This will show them.

“The reality is, our state organizations still need much
mare money and commumnity support across the board.” he
continues, “Everywhere our organizations are really out-
gunned, The fact that they have done as well as they have
given the resources they have is
nothing less than miracalous.”

Adds Fleischer: “We will look
for the first opportunity where a
state 12 threatensd and willing to
prepare far enough in advance,
Every campaign we are engaged
in, we are going into it with a self-
critical eve ag to what will allow us
to be more useful to the communi-
tv with each coming election.”

Former NGLTF executive di-
rector Virginia Apuzzo savs some
perspective is needed when facing
today's daunting political chal-
lenges. She was one of the early members of the organization
when it was launched in New York City and remembers when
activists were focused on having homozesuality declassified as a
mental disorder by the American Peychiatrie Association.

“We were just trving to survive,” she says. “The young people
don't realize that while you're living your life, vou're making histo-
ry. Many of us, we didn't 2ee home run, we saw trying to get
on baze" W

Hernandez is a reporter for the Los Angeles Daily News,
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Canada poised to become third country to legalize gay marriage
BYLINE: BETH DUFF-BROWN; Associated Press Writer

Canada was poised to become the third country to legalize gay marriage, with Parliament likely to pass
landmark legislation Tuesday despite strong opposition from Conservatives and religious leaders.

Although gay marriage is legal in seven provinces, the bill would grant all same-sex couples in Canada
the same legal rights as those in traditional heterosexual unions. The Netherlands and Belgium already
allow gay marriage.

The legislation, drafted by Prime Minister Paul Martin's minority government, needs at least 155
members of the House of Commons to gain a majority of the 308-seat House. While some of his Liberal
lawmakers have said they will not back the legislation, enough allies in other parties have indicated they
would support the bill when it comes to a vote.

There are an estimated 34,000 gay and lesbian couples in Canada, according to government statistics.

"I think this is going to be a proud and exciting day to be a Canadian because we are, once again,
affirming to the world that we are a country that is open, inclusive and welcoming,” said Alex Munter,
national coordinator of Canadians for Equal Marriage, a group that has led the debate for the legislation.

"This is a victory for Canadian values."

Martin, a Roman Catholic, has said that despite anyone's personal beliefs, all Canadians should be
granted the same rights to marriage.

"I rise in support of a Canada in which liberties are safeguarded, rights are protected and the people of
this land are treated as equals under the law,"
Martin told the House of Commons.

Churches have expressed concern that their clergy would be compelled by law to perform same-sex
ceremonies, with couples taking them to court or human rights tribunals if refused. The legislation,
however, states that the bill only covers civil unions, not religious ones, and no clergy would be forced to
perform same-sex ceremonies unless they choose to do so.

"The facts are plain: Religious leaders who preside over marriage ceremonies must and will be guided
by what they believe," Martin said. "If they do not wish to celebrate marriages for same-sex couples, that
is their right."



The Roman Catholic Church, the predominant Christian denomination in Canada, has vigorously
opposed the legislation.

"The most overlooked and disenfranchised group in the current debate about marriage is that of
children," Calgary Bishop Frederick Henry said in a recent statement.

"The issue is not whether traditional marriage, as it stands, is a perfect institution, but whether society
and especially children are better off with it than without. Families with both mothers and fathers are
generally better for children than those with only mothers or only fathers. Biological parents usually
protect and provide for their children more effectively than non-biological ones."

The debate in Canada began in December, when the Supreme Court ruled that passage of same-sex
legislation would not violate the constitution.

A roster of right-wing groups under the banner Defend Marriage Canada headed to Parliament Hill on
Tuesday to lobby legislators against the bill.

"| fear radical social change thrust upon a nation that is not asking for it, " Charles McVety, a
spokesman for Defend Marriage Canada and president of Canada Christian College, told Canadian
Press.

According to most polls, a majority of Canadians supports the right for gays and lesbians to marry. In
the United States, gay marriage is opposed by a majority of Americans, according to an Associated
Press-Ipsos poll taken in November, shortly after constitutional amendments in 11 states to ban same-
sex marriage were approved.

Massachusetts is the only state that allows gay marriages, although Vermont and Connecticut have
approved same-sex civil unions.

Roberta Sklar, communications director for the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force in
Washington, D.C., said same-sex American couples were applauding Canadians.

"We know that it has been somewhat contentious in Canada, but at the same time the Canadians
have largely approached this issue in a rational and democratic way and are providing a very
positive model for the rest of the world," Sklar said.

Though hundreds of foreigners have come to Canada to seek civil ceremonies since gay marriages
were first allowed in Ontario and British Columbia in 2003, not all countries or states recognize the
unions. While a slew of Israeli men were married in Toronto City Hall earlier this year, for example, the
Israeli Interior Ministry does not recognize those unions.

Sklar, in a telephone interview, said she and her lesbian partner of 28 years were married in a
civil ceremony in Vancouver two years ago. She and her spouse and their two children have legal
residence in New York state, where their Canadian wedding license is recognized and her health
insurance covers the entire family.

"That does not give us recognition at the federal level, which would give us the full benefits that
opposite-sex couples have," Sklar said. "Same-sex marriage rights are extremely variable in the
United States and whether Canadian marriages will be respected, state by state, is something yet
to be determined."
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“¢ Gay Rights Groups Mourn Departure Of O'Connor From

Supreme Court
by Paul Johnson 365Gay.com Washington Bureau Chief

Posted: July 1, 2005 1:00 pm ET

(Washington) Sandra Day O'Connor, the first woman on the Supreme Court and a moderate voice on
gay and women's rights issues announced her retirement Friday.

In the landmark Texas sodomy case O'Connor concurred with the majority in striking down the law.
(story) The case recognized the basic equality of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people under
the Constitution.

In opinions in First Amendment cases she protected the constitutional wall between church and state.
Justice O'Connor also voted to uphold the right to choose and to preserve universities' right to
promote diversity.

Speaking in the Rose Garden to reporters President Bush praised O'Connor as "a discerning and
conscientious judge and a public servant of complete integrity." He said he would recommend a
replacement who will "faithfully interpret” the laws.

Bush's remarks raised alarm bells for LGBT civil rights groups and Democrats.

"Justice O'Connor's retirement is a clarion call to every American that our rights are in grave danger,"
said Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmonese.

"The loss of Justice O'Connor's moderate voice is a serious threat to gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender rights, to women's rights and to protections for racial, ethnic and religious minorities. We
must all come together to fight for a replacement who follows in the Justice's tradition.

There had been speculation for months that at least one Supreme Court justice would retire this year.
Senate Democrats have been preparing for a battle over any nominee to the high court. In May
Democrats agreed not to filibuster the nominations of three anti-gay judicial nominations to federal
courts in return for Republicans abandoning a threatened bill that would have ended filibusters on
proposed judges.

As a result of the agreement, former Alabama Attorney General William Pryor, called the most
homophobic judge in America by gay activists, two others with anti-gay records were confirmed.

(story)

O'Connor's announcement marked the first retirement in 11 years on an aging court. It came as a
modest surprise, particularly since Chief Justice William Rehnquist has been the subject of retirement
rumors for months. Rehnquist, 80 and ailing with thyroid cancer, has offered no hint as to his future
plans.

O'Connor's decision capped a pioneer's career. President Reagan broke nearly 200 years of tradition
when he tapped her - a top-ranked graduate of Stanford law school - for the high court.



Over time, she evolved into a moderate conservative, but more importantly, a majority maker.

"This is a sad day for the Supreme Court and for America," said Matt Foreman, Executive
Director National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.

"Justice O'Connor has frequently been an essential vote and voice of reason in crucial
decisions involving basic constitutional rights. We call upon President Bush not to capitulate
to the demands of extremists, and nominate a successor who will — like Justice O'Connor —
be driven by the law, not reactionary ideology.

"We also call upon the president to honor the advice and consent role the Constitution gives
the Senate in the nomination and confirmation of Supreme Court nominees, including
meaningful consultation with both parties and supporting a thoughtful, deliberate and
thorough review of the nominee's record."
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Gay Black Invisibility Explored
NYU panel looks at challenge of accurately portraying African-American gays and lesbians

The panel last Friday at NYU discussing the invisibility of the African-American LGBT community in the media
included: (I. to r.) GLAAD's Katina Parker, the Task Force’s Jason Cooper, GLSEN's Riley Snorton, Freedom to
Marry’s Samiya Bashir, journalist Kai Wright, Ray Daniels of the National Black Justice Coalition, and filmmaker
Maurice Jamal.

By ROBB LEIGH DAVIS

In a cultural, if not political sense, the United States has made dramatic advances in recent years in
recognizing its lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT)citizens. At the same time, there are
many in the LGBT community who believe that the American public generally lacks a full grasp of the
diversity within queer ranks. If that lack of awareness is to be effectively challenged, in whose hands does
the responsibility lie?

On Friday, June 24, at New York University, Black Pride NYC teamed up with the Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) to sponsor a panel discussion titled, “M.I.A.? Positive Black LGBT
Images in Media.”



The panel, moderated by Katina Parker, a media expert at GLAAD, featured filmmaker Maurice Jamal
(“Ski Trip”); Samiya Bashir, communications director for the Freedom to Marry Coalition; Jason Cooper,
senior field organizer for the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force; Riley Snorton, a spokesman for
the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network (GLSEN); Ray Daniels, director of communications for the
National Black Justice Coalition; and journalist Kai Wright.

“There’s no doubt that we're there,” said Bashir. “But it's always as the butt of a joke. We'll be on a
sitcom, but never in a drama. There’s never an attempt to show any sort of humanity. It's always
stereotypical.”

“Whether it’s film, or television or the front page of a newspaper, people need to understand that this is a
money-driven process,” said Wright. “Artistry is nice, but at the end of the day, the people running these
companies want to know if your story is going to bring money in the door. That’s the reality. It's a
business.”

Most of the panelists agreed that what imagery does exist in the major media plays itself out in extreme
cases of stereotyping that began with the snap queen and have now morphed into a fascination with ‘the
down low.” Several speakers argued that the media continues to criminalize black gay men as either
sexually exotic but inherently dangerous creatures or as promiscuous sexual deviants spreading disease
and destroying communities. The panelists credited black lesbians for providing role models as mothers
and caregivers within both the black and gay communities, but said their image, when it is present at all,
is typically limited either to the role of an aggressive bull dyke or as fodder for heterosexual male fantasy.

“The only people who can change this is us,” said flmmaker Jamal. “Straight white people don't sit
around and talk about gay issues. Gay white people do. We have to take charge of our images ourselves.
Too many people, other than ourselves, are painting our picture. We have to paint our own canvas.”

GLAAD'’s Parker echoed the sentiment that the community must hold itself responsible, discussing her
mother’s difficulty in accepting her daughter’s sexuality.

“To my mother, gay meant the white men she sees on television, and all the good and bad that goes
along with those images,” Parker said. “She couldn’'t comprehend how her daughter, her baby, fit in with
that vision.”

Jason Cooper spoke of his experiences with the Task Force, going door-to-door in Atlanta doing
voter outreach and encountering the attitudes that continue to prevail.

“People refused to believe that | was gay,” he said. “1 didn’t fit the idea they had created in their
head about what being black and gay means. One woman looked at me and said, ‘You don’t look
like gay people. You look like my son.”

The panelists gave a great deal of credit to LGBT youth of color, who are mobilizing in ways that
generations before them never did.

“The young people are almost demanding control of their image and saying they refuse to be depicted in
someone else’s eyes,” said GLSEN's Snorton. “And many of these youth are black and Latino who are
simultaneously challenging ideas of race.”

A difference in opinion amongst panelists and those the audience came when discussing the question of
whether homophobia is more prevalent within the black community, with some seeing it as a smoke-and-
mirrors tactic by the media to further divide the communities and others feeling that there is more truth to
the statement than people are willing to acknowledge.



“People are more hostile when they can’t see you,” said Daniels of the National Black Justice Coalition.
“But it stems more from ignorance than hatred. If they have nothing in their face challenging the thoughts
that have been in their minds for years, it becomes extremely difficult to change their way of thinking.”

Parker brought the evening to a close stressing the need for the black LGBT community to mobilize itself
to counter the inroads that the religious right has made recently in aligning itself with the black church-
going community across the nation.

“We must begin to put our own image out there, whether it's film, art, photography, snap queen or leshian
with a Ph. D.,” Parker said. “We can’t be heard, if we don't allow ourselves to be seen.”
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Openly gay retirement communities growing

By GAYLE WHITE
Cox News Service
Tuesday, June 28, 2005

ZIONVILLE, N.C. — Tucked into the forests of the North Carolina mountains is a gated community
designed by developers for people like them.

Lesbians and gay men.

At Carefree Cove near Boone, Cathy Groene and Gina Razete are selling more than wooded lots with
views of Snake Mountain. They're marketing the freedom to walk down the road hand-in-hand, dance
together at community socials, and talk unself-consciously about a same-sex partner.

Atlantan Jeanne Dolan, 53, an online college instructor, bought the concept.

"I liked the idea of living in a community where | could be open and accepted, even embraced for who |
am," she says.

Razete, 50, and Groene, 57, are pioneers in the growing business of second-home and retirement
developments for lesbians and gays. Others are going up in California, New Mexico and downtown
Boston.

The women are also part of a graying gay population estimated at 2 million. The number of gays and
lesbians in their 50s or older is expected to swell to 5.7 million by 2020, according to a 2004 study by the
Maryland-based market research publisher Packaged Facts.

Some live openly and don't want to spend their leisure time or retirement years struggling for acceptance.
Others, who have kept their sexual orientation hidden, would like to come out of the closet.

Gay and lesbian developers understand that.

"We really think of ourselves as a lifestyle company," says Amy Errett, CEO of Olivia, a San Francisco-
based travel company for lesbians that is planning a $300,000-up townhouse community in Palm Springs,
Calif.

Gay and lesbian developers say they will sell to anyone who is gay-friendly, but most say no nongays
have inquired. Laws about housing discrimination vary from state to state.

Massachusetts prohibits discrimination in housing based on sexual orientation, says David Aronstein, 52.
As president of the not-for-profit Stonewall Communities, he is planning a community of $400,000 to
$600,000 apartments in Boston.

One potential buyer said: "It doesn't have to be exclusively gay and lesbian. | just want to be in the
majority for once in my life," Aronstein recalls.



In North Carolina, Groene and Razete say, they could legally sell only to gays because the state doesn't
include sexual orientation in its anti-discrimination housing laws.

"No one who is straight has tried to move in," Razete says. "l would guess if it happens it's going to be
somebody's good friend or family member."

They're advertising the $40,000-and-up lots at their mountain getaway through gay publications and at
events such as this week's Atlanta Pride festival.

Frank Bytautas, 47, a real estate agent, and his partner Bill Sevigny, 62, a grocery chain executive, of
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., plan to begin building soon at Carefree Cove. They'll move there full time when
Sevigny retires sometime in the next three years.

"We don't go to all gay restaurants or on all gay vacations," says Bytautas, "but | think growing old and
being with people who have the same lifestyle is a great thing."

Because they are less likely than heterosexuals to have children, gays and lesbians are more
likely to depend on friends for care, said Jason Cianciotto, research director of the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute.

"There's a need for safe places for our elders to go where they can rely on others in their
community as they age," he says.

Fifty-five-year-old Bonnie McGowan, a former Minneapolis investment banker, says she and her lesbian
friends used to "joke about buying a mansion on a hill and having young lesbians push us around in our
wheelchairs." The humor was tinged with fear, she says.

McGowan is developing Birds of a Feather, an environmentally conscious gay and leshian community in
Pecos, N.M. Lots there sell from $53,000 to $125,000.

Originally she marketed it for retirees, but — as in Carefree Cove — she's finding that most interest is
coming from baby boomers who want a vacation home to which they can later retire.

McGowan's New Mexico neighbors fought her tooth-and-nail over water rights and other issues.
"l don't believe it was a gay-lesbian thing," she says. "They just didn't want development.”

Groene and Razete have had no such obstacles in North Carolina. Although all but three of the first
phase of 54 lots have been sold and several houses have been built, neither the head of the local
chamber of commerce nor the missions director of the local Southern Baptist association even knew of
Carefee Cove's existence.

"I haven't heard a word about it," said Barry Nealy of the Three Forks Baptist Association. "They say it's a
free country, and people can buy and sell and put things anywhere they want to pretty much."

Carefree Cove is Groene and Razete's second development. The first, begun in 1994 in Fort Myers, Fla.,
is a community for women who were promised confidentiality.

Two years later, the late Bill Laing of Sarasota bought land in Palmetto, Fla., for the more public
development the Palms of Manasota, billed as "America's First Gay & Lesbian Retirement Community."



Groene, who owned a photography studio, and Razete, who worked in various facets of real estate, were
living in Cincinnati when they met through mutual friends. They retired in the early 1990s, bought a big
recreational vehicle and hit the road for two years.

In their travels, they ran across a women's RV community in Arizona.

Photographer Groene, not builder Razete, first thought of translating the concept to permanent housing.
Their South Florida property sold out largely by word of mouth. Its clubhouse is a private women's club.
Both women admit that they have changed their minds about inclusivity/exclusivity over the years.

"We went through the '70s, the whole feminist thing, asking 'Why should these men have private clubs?" "
Groene says. "Now, we're older. We're wiser. We understand that people want to get together."

Men and women, single and partnered, are building houses at Carefree Cove.

Groene and Razete live in their three-bedroom elegantly rustic mountain house in the summer and spend
the winter at the Florida community.

This fall, they plan to put more Carefree Cove lots on the market and hope to begin construction of the
community house there.

Razete's speech accelerates with enthusiasm when she talks about the future — urban and suburban
developments, assisted living, commercial elements.

Groene, on the other hand, talks about retiring.

She knows just the place.



Defeating California’s Anti-Marriage Amendment
News 24 / United States of America Posted by hellolove on Jul 06, 2005 - 04:16 PM

GTR LOS ANGELES - The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and the Human Rights

Campaign today announced they would donate up to $100,000 each as a challenge to
raise $1 million by Labor Day to fight a proposed California constitutional amendment that seeks to
eliminate all legal rights and protections for same-sex couples and their families, including domestic
partnerships and equal marriage rights.

The two organizations said that together they would match one dollar for every four dollars raised through
Labor Day to fight the amendment, up to $200,000. Leaders of California's progressive organizations said
they are confident they can take full advantage of the challenge and raise the $800,000.

The $200,000 challenge grant is the first large financial commitment to the newly launched Equality for All
Coalition, an unprecedented alliance of more than 200 religious, labor and civil rights organizations from
throughout California that will lead the campaign to defeat the initiative. The amendment is likely to be on
the ballot in June 2006.

"Defeating this initiative is about ensuring equality for all California families and preserving California's
leadership on fairness for its GLBT citizens," said Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rights
Campaign. "The unity and resolve of the coalition against this discriminatory and ugly initiative are
unprecedented."

"We know that it's going to take a huge amount of money and intense organizing to defeat this
hurtful and immoral initiative," says Matt Foreman, the Task Force's executive director. "This is
too important and we can neither afford to lose nor wait another day."

"We are confident that if we can get the truth out about this extreme anti-gay, anti-single parent, anti-
family amendment, California voters will reject it," says Geoffrey Kors, executive director of Equality
California. "This generous challenge from the Task Force and the Human Rights Campaign will definitely
help us start that process."

"The fight against the proposed constitutional amendment is going to be a tough one. We've lost in the
past because our opponents have been better organized and better funded that we were, and they got
started earlier," says Lorri L. Jean, chief executive officer of the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center. "This national
support is the leverage we need to go toe-to-toe with the anti-gay forces who would deny us our equal
rights."

"The challenge is going to help us get up and running quickly - and will help spur other donations to the
campaign,” says Kate Kendell, executive director of the National Center for Leshian Rights. "We welcome
the leadership of our national partners in helping us get the resources we need."

Sponsors of the anti-marriage amendment, known as the Voters Right to Protect Marriage Initiative, must
submit nearly 600,000 voter signatures to the California Secretary of State to qualify the measure for the
June 2006 ballot. Amendment proponents have said they need to raise $1 million immediately to gather
the necessary signatures.

To make a contribution to the campaign donations may be made at: www.eqca.org/equalityforall

As drafted, in addition to precluding marriage equality for same-sex couples, the anti-marriage
amendment would deny health insurance to thousands of California families, including single-parents and
their children. It would also remove all legal protections guaranteed under California's comprehensive
domestic partnership law, and strip the courts, cities, towns and other government entities of any ability to
protect California families other than married couples.
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TASK FORCE TO HONOR GAY RIGHTS ADVOCATES IN PROVINCETOWN
7/7/0501A Newswire

WASHINGTON - National and local lesbian and gay rights advocates will be honored Saturday, Aug. 20,
at the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force's 18th Annual Provincetown Deck Party and VIP
Dinner in Provincetown, Mass. Both events occur annually during Carnival Week in Provincetown.

"Each one of the honorees has worked tirelessly for equality -- whether as a national advocate for civil
rights, a courageous champion for marriage equality or through countless hours of community service,"
said Matt Foreman, executive director of the National Gay and Leshian Task Force. "In very different
ways, they have demonstrated their commitment to making justice a tangible reality, not merely an
unrealized ideal."

Honorees include Mayor Jason West of New Paltz, N.Y., who risked criminal prosecution to marry more
than two dozen same-sex couples, and Mary Frances Berry, a former chair of the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights who currently sits on the board of the Woodhull Freedom Foundation, an advocacy group
which supports safe and consensual sexual expression as a fundamental human right. West and Berry
will each receive the Task Force National Service Award.

Local activists Lynette Molnar and Wayne Ryerson, known for their contributions to the Provincetown
community, will each receive the Michael Tye Community Service Award, formerly known as the
Provincetown Community Service Award. The award was renamed in honor of the life and service of the
late Michael Tye, who co-founded the Harbor to the Bay AIDS bike ride and served as a board member at
Fenway Community Health. A $5,000 community grant will also be awarded to a local nonprofit group on
the Cape for outstanding work to strengthen and support the local LGBT community.

The Deck Party will include cocktails, hors d'oeuvres and the music of Boston DJ Kris Kono at The Crown
and Anchor, 247 Commercial Street, Provincetown, Mass. on Saturday, August 20, 3:30-5:30 p.m. The
cost is $40 per person

The VIP Dinner will be special intimate celebration dinner held in honor of the recipients of the National
Service Awards and the Michael Tye Community Service Awards. The event will take place at Front
Street Restaurant, 230 Commercial Street, Provincetown, Mass. on Saturday, August 20, 6:30 p.m. The
cost is $275 per person, which includes a ticket to the Deck Party. All proceeds will benefit the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force Foundation.



